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from Holland, and Mr. Poletica, who is the bearer of this,
having offered the first safe opportunity for a confidential

letter.

Messrs. Clay and Russell, who are jointly with Messrs.
Adams and Bayard appointed to open a direct negotia-
tion for peace with Great Britain, arrived at Gottenburg
on the 12th inst, after a passage of forty-six days; but
as they had not reached the town when the last packet
sailed, we have not yet received any letter from them,
or any American news brought by the vessel in which
they came.

There is a newspaper report of Norfolk, under date of
February 12, stating that G. W. Campbell was made
Secretary of the Treasury, Rush Attorney-General, and
that I had been nominated fifth Commissioner to treat
of peace with England. My stay in Europe will, of
course, depend on the official account which Messrs. Clay
and Russell will have brought. You are sufficiently aware
of the critical situation in which the restoration of a
general European peace has placed our affairs. The
numerous English forces in France, Italy, Holland, and
Portugal ready for immediate service, and for which
there is no further employment in Europe, afford to this
Government the means of sending both to Canada and
to the United States a very formidable army, which
we are not prepared to meet with any regular, well-
organized force; and they will also turn against us, as
much of their superabundant Naval forces as they may
think adequate to any object they may have in view.
In the prosecution of the war the Ministry would be
supported by the general voice of the nation. In the
intoxication of an unexpected success, which they ascribe
to themselves, the English people eagerly wish that their
pride may be fully gratified by what they call the "punish-
ment of America." They do not even suspect that we
had any just cause of war, and ascribe it solely to a
premeditated concert with Bonaparte at a time when
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